This month in history
On 15 July 1882, Dr Carl Langenbuch (1846±1901) performed the world's ®rst cholecystectomy, at the Lazaruskrankenhaus in Berlin. Langenbuch was of the belief that the gallbladder was capable of reforming stones after their removal, and thus a cholecystostomy was not a curative procedure. Langenbuch was moved by the sufferings of his patients with cholecystitis and cholelithiasis and realized the futility of medical management. After animal experimentation and cadaveric studies, he became convinced that removal of the gallbladder was technically feasible and should offer a permanent solution. The historic cholecystectomy took place in July 1882. The patient, a 42-year-old man long incapacitated by his painful ailment of chronic cholecystitis and cholelithiasis, recovered without incident. In April 1883, Langenbuch presented a third case of successful cholecystectomy before the Twelfth Congress of the German Surgical Society, advocating that`the gallbladder be removed not because it contains gallstones, but because it forms them'.
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